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aware of it from the first, and immediately made communications
upon it to His Majesty's Government. We have realized that
it is not merely conditions in Kenya that were at issue, but
that in certain aspects of the problems raised Kenya has come
to be regarded in India as the test of the sincerity of the British
advocacy and acceptance of the principle of equality of treat-
ment of Indians with citizens from other parts of the Empire,
the principle formally recorded in a resolution at the Imperial
Conference of 1921, and of such far-reaching importance that it
bound His Majesty's Government as also those Dominions which
subscribed to it. It was a just recognition recorded with due
solemnity of the claims advanced by India.

You will realize that the solution of the Kenya problem is
not so easy as at first sight appears to those who regard it from
one side only. I am sure that you yourselves have understood
at least some of the difficulties which have presented themselves
to His Majesty's Government. Difficulties frequently occur
in the application of accepted principles to concrete facts. I
do not believe for one moment that His Majesty's Government,
with whom the decision rests, will fail to act upon the principle
accepted in 1921. His Majesty's Government are charged with
the responsibility of administering the Colony. They have a
paramount duty to its African inhabitants who are by far the
largest community. Equally they are under an obligation,
with due regard to their position as trustees for the African,
to protect the interests of other communities. His Majesty's
Government have never failed to recognize that they must act
with justice to all communities, including Indians and Europeans.
From all I have gathered from the Press and elsewhere, I have
observed that during the discussion and negotiations proceeding
in London, the opinion was gradually evolved and publicly
expressed that in the present condition of the African population
it would be unwise to make further advance at present towards
responsible self-government. If this should be His Majesty's
decision, and as a result Kenya would remain a Crown Colony, I
think this conclusion should be cordially welcomed by India. It
should give them greater securities for the protection of their
interests and of their rights of citizenship.

There is one other aspect of this problem which is of moment-
ous Imperial interest. Proposals have been advanced with
great persistence and ability for a law which would, in effect,
shut out Indians from immigration into Kenya. I find it difficult
to believe that His Majesty's Government would be party to